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LIBERALISM IN THE MORLEY |

- DIVISION. -

SPEECHES BY MR.’ MILNES GASKELL,
M.P., AND MR. H. F. BEAUMONT, M.P.

On Saturday. afternoon the Liberals of the Mirfield
district of the Morley Division took part in the ceremony.
of laying memorial-stones of & new club-house. - The
Liberal party in the flourishing little town of Mirfield
has had the advantage of a club since 1881,
Qradually the number of members has increased uwutil it
‘has become necessary toprovide more accommodation, - Last
year 2 suitableplot of ground was purchased in Knowl-road,
and & company was formed with the view of providing the

‘nocessary ‘lunds-for the erection of - a building, Up to the

pregent ime 987 £1 shares have been issued, and, though
the entire cosf, including furnishing, isestimated at £2,200,

little doubt: is entertained that the additional amount will |

.soon ba forthcoming. The plans have been prepared by
Mr. Alfred A, Stott, of Mirfield and Heckmondiike, and
they show'a handsome building with a frontage to the
road of 20 .yards, The principal entrance leads to a vesti-
Dbule, and this to a ball, on the right of which is o large
retding-room with cloak-room attached ; and on the left a
spacious billiard-room. Behind the latfer is a smokse
room; and to- the rear of the reading-room a kitchéen with.
vl'avatOl;les.
‘room for meeti,nge J1ft. 6in. by 15ft,, a smaller room, and
accommodation for the cavetaker. The contracts have
been lot as follows:—Masons and bricklayers, "Mesars.
‘W, and J, Milner; joiner, Mr. John Stevenson plumber:
and glazier, Mr, C. Dinnes; plasterer, Mr. Albort Shawy:
painter, Mr. Henry Roberts; all of Mirfield ; and slater,
Mr, George Fawcettf, -of Dewsbyry. The members of the
club, preceded by the local brass band, marched in pro-
cession to the  mte, “where the ceremony was wit-
nessad by, a  large concourss of the inhabitants.
The weather being fino, it passed off satisfactorily.
The proceedings wers conducted by Mr, J. Walmsley, the
-Chairman, of the Club Committes, and amongst those

resent were Mr, C, Milnes Gagkell (the Member for the
‘Morley Division), and Lady Catherine Gaskell, My, H, F,

Béaumont (Member for the Colne Valley Division) and

his daughter, Misgs M. F. M. Beaumont, Mr. Mark Old-
royd - (ewsbury), Mr, 8. W, Pilling, Mr, W. Wilson,
My, J. Walker - and Miss Walker, Miss H. E. Fox, Mx.
G. H. Tattorsfield, Mr, 8. Walker, Mr. Heory Roberts,
Mr. John 'E. Walker, Mr. ‘A. ‘A, Stotf, and others, A
brief account of the position of the institution and
%fol:lgljo-- airaqgem%nts or theb ere%clianeof mtg; (nﬁw

uilding haviog . been given by the "Secret )
J. Scagrgﬂl),,_ %he - memorizl-gtones wers duly laid,
the --first - by Lady Catherme Gaskell, the second by
-Miss Beaumont, the third by Miss Fox, and the.iourth by
-Miss Walker, and to each ludy & silver trowe], hearing an
appropriuteinscription, was presented by. Mr. J. E, Walker,

My, Pilling, Mr. :Walmsley, and Mr. W. Wilson respec- |

‘‘‘‘‘

tively. A rosewood mullet was presented by Mr, Stott.
'To ‘tbie Iadiey” wha had, thig cfflciated; o-volsat ‘thauks
was zcoorded on the motion of ‘Mr. 'I'ATTERSFIELD, seconded
by Mr. S. WALEER, abd supported by My, H. BoBERTS,—
Lady CATEERINE GASEELL returned thanks for the honour

.dbne her, saying that she should'be glad to kiow what she.

could contribute towards the furnishing of  the club.,—lr.
GaASKELL then addressed & few words to the assembly, con-
gratutating his Liberal constituents in the district on the
progpect of obtaining a camfortable and commeodious club-
houss, and trusting that it might greatly tend to strengthen
the position-of the party in the division.--Mr, BEAUMONT
rerurned thapks -on. his daughter’s behalf, Mr, MARE.
OLDROYD replied on behalf of Miss Fox, Mr, J. WaArxszn
tendering thanks on behalf of his daughter.—-At the close
of the procesdings the band played the National Anthem,

In the evening'a public meefing was held in the Town
Hall under the presidency of Mr. MARMADUEE FoX, aud
the ladies and gentlemen above-named, a8 well aa the Rev.
J. Kitchener, the Rev. W. Matthews, and” Mr, F, Staple-
‘ton, were also on'the platform., . . .. . .. L,

- Mr.'C. MaNEs GASReLL, M.P., who was enthusiasti-
cally received on being introduced - by 'the Chairman,
addressed the assembly on political affairs.  He said—I am
very glad that you are making a great occasion of to-day.

We don’t lay the foundation-stones of Liberal Clubs every
dny iz the Morley Division. . I think the last Liberdl:Club:

in whose opening I took.part was that inaugurated at
Morley ‘botore -the ‘division was: constituted-; -and- 1 am
afraid some of our. friends think  Morley rather “a:dull
division. .- The reason we have not a great deal of. excile-
ment.in it is becsuze the majority of the Liberal -party in
1885 was B0 large; and if--you want to- make a

scene of continual excitement you must cut off two noughts |

from . the majority. If you return me by only 35—1
hope you won’t, however—(laughter)—~1 feel certain you
wiB have visits from Cabinet and ex-Cabinet Ministers
during the whole of the time the mnext Parlinment lasts.
(Renewed laughter,) It is a good thing, however, that you
should on these occasivne meet together and
put - your shoulders to the. wheel. in order that
you may perfect your orgawmsation 80 that you may be
ready for the next election,, The fashionahle thing
at present at such gatherings is.for the (iladstonians to
abuse the Liberal Unionigts for - full twenty minutes—
(laughter)—and T should bs inclined to follow that course
if I were notf in an awkward position, and that is that I
am speaking on behalf of a club that has received the
gervices of ladies of Laberal Unionist families, and is pre-

arad to accept amny subscriptions handed in by those

longing -to-that party; (Laughter.) - Although I intend
for a few minutes to criticise the position of the Liberal
Unionists, yet I don’t propose to exhaust my vituperative
vocabulary, . Members of: the two sections of
the Liberal party meet together harmoniously in
the same clubs—DBrooks’s, the LBeform, the Devonshire,
and the - National Liberal - Clubs—and these will
continue to admit us within their walls for social purposes.
X am 16l .going to congratulate Mr. Beaumont and the
party which calls itself Liberal Unionist on their position, It
18" 0 very powerfal party, however, and exercises great in-
fluence at the present mowment. It 18 virtually wielding

the government of the country. I remomber the time |

when -we thought it gquite irppossiblethat the Whigs should
gver hold the reins of power again, Buf what is the state
of things at the present moment? . 'The Whigs are vir-
tually governing England. . My belief is, however, that at
tho next. election the existence of tho Iiberal Unionists as
a party will terminate. (Cheers.) As far as I know, at
no time has a thivd party been viewed with favour by the
English people. At the end of -the last century there wasa
p'én'by calling itself the Old Whigs, that left the rest of
the body on account of the excessss committed in the
French Revolution; but they came back to the body when
the question of Catholic Kmaucipation -firat came to- be
discussed. A historian writing about that party, or
members of it, In 1792, said ¢ In agitated times like these
public opinion rapges itself on the one side or the other,
and can find no resting-place in a isiddle term such as
that . which & few fastidious noblemen and gentlemen
might seek to recommend.”” ‘Three Reform Bills have been
pussed since thatdate; and I venture to think that ths effect
of those Acts is, if anything, to accentuate those words. To
come to -more recent days, what was the effect of the
gecesiion of the Whigs in 1866 7 They objected to a
Reform Bill because it was too strong for them. They
must have bitierly regretted to find that their efforts were
‘entirely unavailing, and that a far more comprehensive
reform was carried in the following year. They came
back to the party; and judging from the knowledge of the
past, my belief 15 that at the end of- this Parliament the
Liberal Umoniats as a party will not exist any longer. I
think it will break up into two portions, one of which will
ally itself permunently with the Conservative party, and
the other, finding that many concessions have been made—
many concessions have besn made with regard to the Home
‘Rule Bill presented to Parliament in- 1886—will . probably
return - {0 -the- old, standard, and-I ventore to think that
nmongst those who do -return will be those who have sub-
scribed to the founding vf your club, (Cheers.) { don’t
think’ that the Liberal party has at any time présented a
better front.fo, the enemy, or had an organisation more
ready for the fiuy of a generul election, than it does and
bas at present. I don’t-supposs that.our great-leader has
ever beon in better heart than he is at this mement.
£Cheers. ) It was ampsing . to hear. Mr. Chaplin a
ew days-agu urging unpon the House of Commons that
Mr. Gladstone’s memory wasfailing. If the youngsters of
the House of Comumons had thesaine memory as Mr.Gladstone
they might congratulate themselves uncommonly. (Cheers.)
it 18 only the other day that we won a preat victory at
Southampton ; that was followed by aunother great victory
in the Ayr Burghs; and to-day the Tory majority in the
Jale of Thanet has been brought much lower than it was
in 1886, and even lower than it was in 1885, (Cheers.)

Upstairs’ there - 18 another billiard-room,.a #

|

‘on having got him as your representative. (Cheers,

Henry

—

[ ] .

Then during the present sesaion the Liberals have presented
an admirable front to the Conservative party ; and what is
more, they have done a gréat deal towards the attainment
of their own wishes. ‘Lhe fesling in the canstituencies
against the liconsing clauses of the Local Government Bill
has beex intense, as every Member knows from the petitions
he has ‘had to present, and it has been eutirely
owing to the action of the Liberal party that the Govern-
ment heve abandoned them. -This week has seen a very
important discussion, anmely, that with regard fo Sundzg
cloaing., .I peired in fzvour of.the rxetention of the 9th
clause, in oxder to enalile the County Councils to make
Sunday closing & possitdiity in their respective districts,
I believe that’ in thzi zyespect I bhave aI'i[mur _hearty
aym(fathy. . (Chsers,) ‘IYhope that we shall he able to
weld the Local Qovernment Bill into 2 good. measuxe.:
With regard to it ihepe are two parties in the House
of. Commons, One  is :anxious, as far as possible,
to take power away from the magistrates; the other to
give the County Councillots nothing to do, aud make their
office of no importance whatever, 1 gympathise with
neither of these parties. I want to see the magistzates
doing their criminal business, as they have done it 1n the
gagt vory well, and to see further work given to the County

ounciliors, and their office made an honourable position,
whioh: the -best oitizens will be eager to fill. (Hear,
hear.) ~ With regard to tho Conservatives, I believe the
seads of dissolutien have already been sown. The Con-
sorvative party is ag difficult a party to lead in the Housa
of Commons as any party that ever existed, and my beliof
15 that after a ghort time has gone by disconten? will have
shown teelf so largely amongst the rank and file,
in -consequence of the action of the leaders, that
they will fall easy victims at the next general olec-
tioh, '(Cheers.) When the seeds will ripen into
dissolution is qllxlxm anothor matter., I wus not one of those
who thought this Parliament was likely to last only a.short
time, = There is a duel in vogue amongst the Japaness in
which each combatant begins by plunging a sword into his
storuach, - -Our-duel with the Conservative parly is not
likely to begin by our witnessing them commit the happy
despatch ; they are not likely to give us a dissolution "as
long as they can -possibly postpone it; and my belief.is
that.-you will haye time to furnish your.club and get your-
selves into working order before- the ‘next generul-election
comes, ' In concliusion, the hon, gentléman said he had not
attempied, in addressing the mesting, to blink the differ-
ences that existed between the different political parties.
At the same time, he thought Mr, Becumont would agree
with hith that ho hud not been'. offensive in his remarks fo
the Liberal Unionists who:had. favoired them with their
presence. ' Be shonld not, however, have besn doing right
if he had not-put-forward the views which animated ninety-
nine out ot every bundred of the electors  of the Morley
Division. (Cheers.) - -
- Mr.H. F. Beavyoxnt, M.P., who was applauded on
Tising, said~-My thanks, in the'first place, are due to Mr.

| Gaskell for letting ms off 8o excessively'easy., (Laughter.)

They are due in the next place to you for the kindness you
bave shown me to-day, and for the honour you have done
my daughter, It is true that I have worked amangst you
snd for you in the Liberal cause in the past, and I believe
I am. working in thé interest of that cause at present,
although I have no doubt many of you think differently,
Mr. Gaskoell talks of & third party, and of its not being likely
to exist long. I would remind you, however, that there has
been a fourta party led by Lord Xandolph Churchill, and
that it is still 1u existence. I beliove the Liberal party to
which I.have the honour to belong is not dead either.
At least, to use the Inoguage of the prize ring
we come up smiling, Mr, (Gaskell says that the Liberal
Uuionists are & most powerful party, and have sometbing

to aa.fy about the ruling of the country. He also accuses
us of boing Whigs.. 1 don’t think thers is a man amongst

you who can go back to the time when I first took part in
politics who can accuse me of bhemng a Whig. * I have
never given a vote which I did not think belonged strictly
to the Radical party. Eiven last week I voted for the
disestablishment of the Church of Scotland, aud I did not
observe a great many Whigs voting for that., I have
always taken the line:of woting- with the Radical party
believing the Radical pa¥ty+in the main to be right, and
I think it 18 hardly fair to call My, Bright, Mr:
Chamberlsin, and mavy.gentlomen like myself Whigs, .1t
is not 80 loug since you wers selecting  a Member for thid
constituency, and I did my . best fo get vyou

| to select my. hon. friend. hers. What was the charge
‘brought against him then? That he was mot TLiberal

exough; thathe was too much of a Whig. I told you that
ol were mistaken, that Mr, Gaskell was a sound, true
dical, and such he has turned ouf. I congratulate you

As
for myseif, I am not kuled yet, nor do I intend to ba Zn’.lled
by any remarks made by anybody. If anybody kills me, it
will be the electors of the Colne Valley, (Cheers,) Allow
me to nssure you that I don’t anticipate that result, I
have the gréntest confidence in my friends the electors
of tha Colne Valley, and believe they will return me again.
(A Voice ! ** Never,”). Someltod say8 ¢ Never.”! Don't
prophesy, sir. At a.xeeting in the Colne Valley—I think
it was 1 1865—there was a gentleman good enough to say
that if I voted against Mr. (Gladstone’s bills it would be a
thousund to ons aguainst my being elected for the Colne
Valley again. - 1 ventured to tell him he miscalculated the
chances, for here I am still, I ounly wish there had been
some of the extremo gentlemen of the Colue Valley
present to-day. I think the kindness you have shown me
would have faught them a-lesson. I feel rather loth to
toll the story,of what happened the other duy, but it would
be a pity,-to miss .it.- I took the trouble fo put it
on paper, .On & Sundey uafternoon, not three miles
from here, & - young lady was wu.iking alons in
the ‘wodds witlun . 200 ¥apds. of my houss,.ann shie . was
accosted by four gentlemen’ (heaven save the mark !) from

-the Colne- Valley-—at-lénstone  of them "accosted her, the

.%gng into the wood, and he told her that if i,
frederick Beaumont, went -again- into Slaithwaite,
they would shoot me, (Laughter.) ‘These were not lads,
they were mon between forty and fifty years of age. The
oung lady replied,-¢* I should not be surprised if you see
r. Beaumont here-directly; he very often walks here.”

others.

‘The words wers hardly out of her mouth before I appeared

walking, with two of my daughters. This man
immediately said, ¢ Please’ don’t call Mr. Beaumont
vot until my pals cuome out of the wood.!” The ofher men
were absolutely stealing what belonged to the man they
wished - to- shoot. Well, that is the way some of the
constituents in the Colne ~Valley spend thair Sunday.

Possihly this is 1n consequence of the celebiated visit of a

statesman to the Colne Valley not long ago. I beg your
pardon, I called him g statesman. L am wrong, I shall
he "told this' was a joke., Well, it i8 u hideous
joke, ...X don’t - believe any man in the distriet
of Mirfield orx Morley would do that to his worst enemy.

I Hon’t bielievé there are manyin the Colne Vallay who would

do that; I hope and believe there are fow indeed, I
fold you that your Member would be a oredit to any con-
gtituency. Im true that he and I differ on one phass of
the Liberal, ¥8use, but that difference may possibly some
day come to.gn end. I should like fo sce the diffierciice
arranged, (Iear, hear.) "I belisva that if .the great
leader of the. Liberal party—the (tladstonian party—Mr.*
(ladstone—woiild give ug some idea of what he wishoes to
propose—I know there 18-a diffioulty—I know that the
part of the' Opposition is {o.oppase, and not to show their
hand-but 'if He "would, give us’ some sort of idea
as to his views of the futurs, he would be prepared to meet'
the thinking part of the constituencies of lingland in a
fair and liberal spirit, I think it i8 possible we might
agres on o measure that would suit the English nation and
the loyal population of Ireland. I don't believe that heor
any Government could propose at the preseut moment or
in the pnext five years what would suit the policy of the
agiteting -class in Ireland, who gain their livelihood from
a scurce I nead not mention. I have been killed before
now. | That celebrated gentleman the Member for
Northampton, whom I once designated a notorious
urveyor - of - Truth, told me that he thought he.had
Kiﬂed me. I presume that by this time he has found out
his ‘mistake. I don’t believe in being killed so easily, I
beliove there is a future bgfore us all of good work for the
Liberal party. I believe you will work heart and soul {o
send your filend and my friend Mr. Gaskeli back to Parlio-
ment as. your. representative, and though it may seem a
prophecy that everybody may not agree with, I bslieve
my constituents will do the same by me. Having voted
as I always have done in the interests of that which I
balisve to be- Liberal-—Radical, I will continue to do so,
and I believe in the end (1f-I have not it now) I shall pain
the sympathy and support once more of the Liberal party
in my own distri¢b. |
.The Rev. J. KrroaeNer'said the Liberal party had the
welfare of the poople at heart, and had always sto6d up for
the masses, Mr, Gladstons and his party had °passed
mensured which had extended the libertics of the people
and increased theiy power, . . -
Tho Rev. W.. MartHEWS sirongly condemned  the Irish
policy of the - Government, and said he Dbelieved the day
would come when Lord Salisbury-and his crew would be
swamped, and other men would take their places, and
redress the wrongs that had heen done to Irelaud and
remove anomalies that exist in Englaud. -
Addresses were also delivered by Mr. G, H. Tattersfield,
Mr. H. ioberts, Mr. F. Stapleton, Mr., W. Wilson, M, J,
I, Walker, and Mr, Longson.

- A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the pro-
csedings.
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