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THE MIRFIELD MURDERS.

Mr., J. Diclanson, Leeds, writes in reply to

¢ J. W.. Upper Holloway *? (CCCLX.VIL), respecting the
Mirfietd murders—

Patrick Reid ‘and Michael McCate were taken in
custody on suapicion of beng concerned in the crime,
and committed to York charged with the wilful murder
of James Wraith only. McCabs was admitted Qoeen’s
evidence, and Reid alone was brought to trial on the 19th
July, 1547, before Mr, Justice Wightman (who2e sgmming
up occupied two and ashalf hours), and found not guiity.
He was still detained in oustody on a charge of muraering
the femujes, Mra., Wraith and Caroline Ellis, the ssreant
girl, and on the 20th December same year, he and MoCabe
were found guilty, and sentenced to death, and on the
8th January, 1848, Reid was execguted at York : in the
presence of 30,000 spectatora. Just before the bolt was
drawn, he aaid to the officers around him, ¢ Well, gentle.
men, I wish to say that I alone am the guilty pesson,
that McCaoe 12 entirely innocent, that no human being
in the world had anythiog to do with it but myself.”’ In
consequence of Reid’s confession McCabe was zespited,
and on hir case haing submitted to the -whole of the
Judges, he was ordered to be transported for life. |
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