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MIRFIELD CHURCH.
Dr. J. Ryley Robinson writes ;—

Since the insertion of my article on this subject in these
columns ** R. B.”” bas again written asking several qies-
tions. Iu reply to that—I{ any descendanis of Sir John
Heton, mentioned in the narcative, are now Living? I
have made many inquiries, snd am informe:d that there
are families now reswdent 1o tue parish who speli their
names Heton, and others who spell theirs Heaton, all of
whom may be from the same stock ; but I have as yet
failed to iind any of them claiming conuection with the
builder of the church. As to the councetion of the mound
adjacent with that said to be erectei by the Danes, I do
not think any sufficiently reliable proofs ars forthcoming,
no excavation® haviag ever been mads in any portton of
it to my knowledge.
respecting his other questions at fhe earvliest opportunity,
J append the hst of sspulchral inseriptions coliected by the
sames Mr. Ismay whose poetical 8pitome of the history of
Mirfield 1 gave in my last paper, and which, though
existing in his vime, are, I believe, all now misswg. |

1. On a gravestoneswithin the chancel door~-

Here iyeth interred the body of Ann, danghter of Mr, George Thur-
garland, ot Liley, who departed this life the 19¢h day of January, in ye
Uth year of hor age. Anno Dom, 1681,

2. On a brass plate (in the Rector's
side of the chauncel—

(Georgins Thurgarland de Liley. Generosus olim cives et scriptor de
London obiit 17° die Septem 1666- sepultusque fuit 19° die ejusdem
Imensis. |

pevﬁ') on thé sou th

Thurgnrlends tuum corpus cum vermibus hic est,
Quod vivens moritis voxit honora viris,

Tuque Vocat vo qui Flecteris esse Georyl, -
Nunc Ablativo rite OEXPTOL erts,

Hic erat osurum moderamine Paciticator,

Cujus para melior xregoat in axce Dei.

8. On o brass plate in the chancel—

Hio jacot Maygarata nuper uxor Georgii Thu‘rgm'iand de Lila
e Fih‘i Primogenite Thomsm Nettivton de {Thocnhill Leas Gg:ﬁaﬁ?
obiit 27¢h die Octobris An.1. 1630, .o S |

4. On another brass plate in tlie chancel—

Hore wad interred Mary, daughter of the Rov. Jos. Ismay, Vic
this church, who died Aug. 3rd, 1749, in the tirst yeur of h‘eg by 3r of

6. On another brass plate in the chancal—

Hioc jacet Maria, nuper uxor J, Ismay, hujus Ecolesis Vicaril. Obiit
20 die Martiy, 1765, mt suw 42, |

Thomss, Ful Rev. J. lamay, Vicar M, Alom; in Acad. Edin, Obijit
17 die Martil, A.p. 1772, wt su@ 22. Et in sepulorets Grey Friars,
¥din. Sspultus fuit. | | -

6. On a gravestonse in the éhancel—

Hero leth interr'd the bod{ of Christopher Shaw, tho son of George
Shaw, and Lieutenant to Sir Ingram Hopton, who was buried the 31d
day of April, annn Domi. 1644, Adt. 21, . ‘

N.B.—Ohris. Shaw was slnin, as tradition - reports, by Richard
Wheatley, late of Mirfleld, and at that tims a soldier ugder Cromwell.

7. On another in the chancel— - R | |

Hezo liath interr'd the body of XMrs. Dorothy Thorp, daughter of th
cdjacent M. Richard Thorp, who deceased the 5t£pdayu§£ Deer,, ig
the 25tk yx. of her age, avo Dom. 1711, - S |

. 8. On another in the chancel— =~ - -
- Hoere Jieth interr’d the body of Richard Thorp, of Hopton, in t
&axish of Mirtfield, gent. Maf-s quod mortale es%h&bss'el; imﬁ:_lc?rtalig

net eublime cminm,: Vir probe prmolare piétate, oharitate, doctring
guite,- et bonis--.moribus,&acideqmasc'm.-dum sonat ‘laudes aniizﬁg'

Reatl. Oblit Jan. 27, 1713, Atatsua 76, .

1 wiill make further inquiries.

sequentum, Sic presparata sit nobis anima. Sic meriemur, terque.

9. On g grarvestone in the south aisle—

‘Hore leth the body of Eamuel Hirst, of Mirfield, Gent., soa of

John Hirst, of Stockport, in she county of Chester, Gent.,, who
capartel ; 8 lifa ye 41;112,&&'}* of June, 1720, and in the 29th year of his
589. | ' ' - ’ ¢

10. On another in the south atsle—

Hero lieth the b of Ann, daughter of Richard Horsfall, of
Storth Hall, (?gnb o%o to her flrst husband married Thos. Beau-

“mont, of this town..éent.,and to her second husband Henry Stanhope,

Alderman, of ILepcds. She departed this lifo ye 13tk day of Feby,, A.D.
1728, and in the §7th year of her age.

11. On anothor sfone about the middle of south aisle,
soarcely legible— .

Thomas Berumont was burzed the 20th day of May, 1638, aged 78
years, ' R .

. 12, On another near the same place, taken up whea ths
alsle was repaired— | -

.

Alico, wife of 'Phomas Beaumont, of Mirfleld, was buried the 25th
day uf QOctober, 1648, aged 76.

13. Upon a board on the south wall— |

B. T, A. enclosed in Lines with several squares at the corners, the
upper line haviag o seruicircle in the centre, in which the B is pluced,

angd below that to the lett and right rqspectively arp the T aud A. _

It is duted 1668, ‘but the date is severed by the ssmi-
circle, which soparates it into 16 on the left side and 68
oz the right., | , .

When a vauit was opened in the area of the old parish
church for the interment of the late Mr. J. B. Green-
wood, Dewsbury Moor, in October, 1879, a stone- was
found havineg tue fvllowing inscription :—

d.Ti1%%% was o plague in the parish of Mirfleld A.D». 1631, whereof
e ) )

This number is nof exactly the same ag that mentioned
in the AS, account by the Vicar, the Rev. Josepn Ismay,
who says the following insctiption was set up in Mirficld
Cuurch in 1752, as a memorandum to posterity—

' ~ AD. MDCXXXI.

Deo placait parochiam de Biirficld punire acri sua castigatione ite ut

cxxx. hominex et gravissimo et dolentissimo morbo et contagio
pestilentim correptt mortem obierunt,

: Advertite ros et vivite.—E 2 E K. 1832,
_ Jos, Ismay, hujus Eeclesioo Vie. I F., A.D. 1752, 0
In ¥oglish—

In tha year of our Lord 1631 it pleased God to correct the parish of
Mirfield with $o severe o chagtisement that 130 men, &c., ceized with
o most grievous pestilence, died,

* Turn yourelves, and live.ye,''—Ezek. xviii, 32,
Jos. Ysmay, Vicar of this church, caused it (i.e. the nscription) to be
meude A,D. 1752, o |
*The plague was brought into Mirfield by .o woman catled
Elizabeth Prince, u gmor’ woman, who died of the infection, and wus
butied ot Mufleld, 25th April, 1631.» ‘
* 'Tho number of thoso who died of the plague in the Register (fear-

Anl visitation, from whieh good Lord deliver us) was 130. At the

bottom of Littlemoor and in Easthorpe-lane thexe still appear soms

remaing of hills und pits, where, it issaid, were interred a vast numnber

of humen bodies duting that fatal year (1631), when the plague raged

i Mirfield. 'Tis highly probabie they made s trench to receive the

bodies of those who die 1 of tho infection, 2nd possibly it was at some

convenient pluce near tho habitations of those that perished.’”
Willinm Rhodes, of Northorpe, died of the pestilence on the 18th
of Sepéember, 1631, and was buried near the church poreh on the 20th
of“thc same montll, as appears by the inscription on his gravestone.
' Agnes, wife of William Khodes, of Northorpe, died of the same

epidemical distemper, aud was buried 6th October, 1631.”

. Now, as there is no memorial of her denth upon the stone, in all
robnbility she and many more were buried near their awn dwellings.
find Alice, wife of Heary Wraith, buried June 1st, 1831, and 1t is

said the' husband would not bo nt tho expense of getting his wite

decently futerred at a convenient distance from the house, caused the
foliowing lines—
** Henry Wraith, to save a ¢rown,
Buried lis wife in baystuck gyoond,”’

You can search for more articles at http://leedsmercury.mirfield-2ndlook.info





