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KIRKLEES AN_I_) _}TS NUNNERY,
“The Bold Qutlaw.”

The West Riding of Yorkshire ahounds with matorial
for tha historian and the antiquary to work upon,
Taking Leads as a ceatre, within o radius of twenty mileg
may be found sfately halls, religious editices, Romaun
encampments, and other antiquitiey, many, however, of
which are as yet but little known to the general public.
References, generally slight, aro made regarding them in
jocsl and national histories, but detailed accounts are
too often wanting., 'Thavks to the publicespirited owners,
many of our more remavkable Yorkshire antiquities, such
a3 Fountain’'s Abbey, Iirkstall Abbey, and other eccle«
siastical buildings a1 0 freely thrown open to the public, as
nlso ars many of the stately homes of our titled Yorke
shivemen, such, for instance, as Castle Howard, Harewood
House, Wentworth House, and many others. It was ous
privileze recently to pay a visit to one of the least
known of our Yorkshire ¢ homes of former days,” and
we had a rarte treat in inspecting ali that 1s lett of
the ancient priory of Xirklees, and the temporary
abode, as well as the Inst resting-place, of that
daring outlaw and freebooter ¢ bold Robin Hood.” The
owner of RKirklees, Sir Geo. Armytage, Burt,, has long
been known as an enthusiast in antiquarian malters,
hence, when application was made to him by a local
lustorieal and antiquarian society to visit Kirkiees, the
request was readily grauotel; and when tie mmembers,
twenty-five in numbear, arrived at the eutrance to Kirke
less Park, they were met by Mr, G, J. Armytire, himsol
a I'ellow of the Society of Auntiquities;, wud a libera
couiributor fo {he journals of various learne! societies.
Under the abie guidaunce of this geutleman, a thorough
ingpection of the grounds wana mmade, the first object
visited be:nz the reputed grave of Ilobin Hood, 'Tie
" gtono which cavered his remains is coelosed within a fenae
wall, with iton railing atove ity and 1ron {rellising over
the enclosure. We inquired the reason for thus protect.
ing the stone, and the xeply was tiint some years ago ¢
superstition existed in the neighbourihood to the effect
that o piece of the fombstone placed uader the piilow
was an ¢ffectual care For the toothache, and tue
consequence was that the astone, which was entirg
in 1700, toon diminiched in bulk untii noy
more than one-fourth of it now remaius. A
fong conversation ensued a3 to the prolability of such
n person as Iobin ood havise ever existed at all. Our
guide, however, considersd that there was suflicient docus
mehtary and other avidence to prova that such a person
existed in the thirteznth century, Ritsoa saystiat Robin
Hood was born in Locksley, about 1i6¢, his extractior
boinz noble, and his true name Robect Iitzauth, which
vulgar pronunciation easily corcuptel iuto Rabin Hood,
Without entering into the history of s life, we may
speak of his resting-place, which is situated m» a retired
spot on tlie border of a wood, where noble beeches over«
shadow the tomb, and o deep silence is everywhers
around you. 'I'he site is at a considorable distuuce from
the nuunery, and not i what would bs cousscrated
ground at the time of his interment. Icland' speaks o
Kirklees as the place of Robin Hood's barial, * ubi
nobiliy ille exlex sepultus,” this testimany being satisface
tory as to the {radition i the reign of Henry VIIL Ivig
some confirmation of this opinion thit his burial was in
uucounsecravod ground. He was buried as a robber and
outlaty of the peace of the Church. Yet we were told
that on the sipne which covered his remains thers
was originally & cross of the precise form which
was in use at the beginning of the 13th century--a fact
whick is somewhat pernlexing, but which is explained ar
follows :—That, * at the dissolution of tne nunuery many
ancient gravestones would remain ; and {nat, the place ai
the outlaw’s interment being still notorious avd popular,
one of these might be removed thither to mark a place
which perhaps an older memorial had ceased to recova.”
Tbe stone, of which but a small frapment remainsg, never
had an inscription, and therefore the epitaph on Robin
Hood, sometimes spoken of in conneetion with this stone
is spurious; and the cross upon it proves that it could
havo covered none other than an ecclesiastice Closo to the
stons is a headstone, evidently of comparatively recenl
origin, on which is insertbed the well-known opitaph-—~

Hear alidernecad dis laitl stean
Liz robert earl of [Iuntingtun
near areir der az hie sa gend

an pinl Kauld im robin hettd
siclt nutlawz az hi an iz men

Vil ugland niver ¢f agen.
abil 24 {1, 14) ITal decemnbrir, 1247,

Ona of our number questionel the spelling, as not being
according to the dialect of the West Riding, and the
opinion seeraed to ba that the spitaph was a fabrication.
It would saem from the “Ducatus Levdieunsis,” page 91, thak
Thoreshy visited the place, for he says, * Near unto
Hirkiess the noted Robin Hood lics buried under a grave-
atone that yet remains near the park, but 'the iuscription
scarce legible.” Yet we find Dr, Whitaker writing tuat
there was no lettered gravestone over IRobin Hood when
e visted INirkle0s, wvaich he did twice, with both pleas
surc and satisiaction. Lenvinz the grave of the noto-
rious outlaw, we procesded to the site of the Roman
camp, which i3 wall defined, though it was only what i3
known as n temporary port. the only grest and undoubtad
Romnun stution betwesn Manchester and Tadeuster being
at Slack, e wore pleased to learn from Mr., Armytage
that it 18 his infoution to tuke an early opgortumty of
mmvestigating the camp by cutting fthrough i,
ag cross sections which have beow cut in
ginular  camps  elsewrhiere  recently bave proved
most intaresting and instructive. A short walk
through the park brings us to the remaing of the Priory or
Nunnery, and to the tombs of the nuns, in a state of good
preservation, ‘The Nunnerv of Kirkleas is in the
Chapelry of MHartshead, anciently spellod IHerisheved,
aund was founded by one Reyner in the reign of Henry
II. This was afterwards confirmed by William,
Earl Warren, and a asecond confirmation by Henry
I11., proves that the nuns of Kirklees had by that ttme
received several otber, though small, denations of land,
Some of these ancient decuments are in the possesiion of
the Armytage family. Recent excavations (imadein 1343)
have resulted in tho digscovery of the probable positions ot
the chapel, priory, and other necessary buildings, a plan
of which 13 deposited in the ono romaiming fragment of
all the offices of tho house, namely, a lata and plasier
edifice in the farm-yard. A window in this building is
pointed out as the one from which Robin Hood shot his
last arrow, reference to which is made in tho old bailad :~

But give me my bent bow it my hand,
And u broad arrow 1'li let tlee,
Aund where this asrow’s taken up
'There shall my grasce digged be,

The arrow shot from this window would in all likelihood
alight on the site whero Le ia said to be interred. ‘Lhe
incident of his death is recorded in the Sloane MS3, ay
follows: —* That being distempered with could and uga
he had great payne ia his lymnes, his blond being cor-
ruptas, therelore, to be eased of his paynz by letting
bloud, he repayred to tho priores of Kyrkesley, wh €7
some say was his aunt, a woman very akviful iu physiq ¢
and surgery; who perceyving him to bo Robyn Hood
and waying howe Iel an enimy he was to religions pere
gons, toke revenge of him for her owwne howss und all
others by letting bim bleed to death,” In the position of
Kirklees Nunnery we can eanly discover, as elzewhere,
the admirable choice of situation which prevailed
amongst the religious ecclesiastics of hygone days. Iun a
warm and ferbls boitom, on the verge of a deep birook Co
the south, and on an elovasion just sufficisnt to protect the
houas freo irom inundationa, stood this celebratad, though
not wealthy foundation, of which many interestingy onute
Jines can now Lo traced, and yet from these outhnes wa
sco that it has been of considerable extent., A squarae
deprassion in the ground distinetly marks the cloista
court, nearly thirty yards squara, Norkbh of this was the
body of the chureb, and 18 yards or thersabouts to Lting
east aro the tombs of Elizabeth Stainton, Rathbone, aud
others, protectad by iron ratls. lmmediately eastwurd
the choir haa evidently tecrminatodl. ‘The nave, transept,
and choir must have been at least 150 feat long. We word
shown nn engraving of the Nunnaery, as it appeared abouf
the year 1670, from which it seams that a largs catseway,
with cornor turrets, was then standing. Having visited
the farm, gardens, stables, &c., wo took our departurg,
mich pleased with what we had seen, Iad space pers
mitted, we might have added many moro interesting factg
connected with this intoresting syot, bat leave it for your
readers to amplify at their leisure, from a personal
inspoction.—W. S., Morley.
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