You can search for more articles at http://leedsmercury.mirfield-2ndlook.info

EXP

lives, took place on Thursday night at Ravensthorpe,
Mirfield, between eight and nine o'clock. The place is
a coliiery in Dark-lane, belonging to Messrs. Charles
Wheatley, R. Barraclough, aud John Nevin, the latter
being t
parish. The parties carry on business as the Mirfield
Coal Company, and have been so engaged about two
and a
occupied in sinking to the beds of coal under their estate,
The immediate scene of the explosion is a shaft 13ft. in
diameter, which has just been sunk to what is known as
the Black Bed, a seam of coal about 220 yards from the
surface. In this shaft, about 17 yards from the bottom,
it had been decided to drive a tunnel on the west side
and four men, viz., James Balderstone, single; George
Broomhall alias Rudd, single; Benj. .Ellis, married a
fortnight ago; and Edward Naylor, married and one
child, were engaged. They descended to work at two
o'clock in the afternoon, and in the ordinary course
should have been relieved by the next relay of men at
ten o'clock. T h e y worked on a platform,and beneath
them, at the depth of several yards, was a considerable
quantity of water. T h e shaft was ventilated by means
of a wooden pipe about 9in, diameter inside, air being
forced down it by means of a revolving fan driven by a
steam-engine. This pipe extended below the platform,
and in the ordinary course should have drivenoffthe
foul air as fast as it issued from the crevises in the coal;
but it would appear that a greater quantity than USUAL
must have been generated, for it fired at the naked
lights the men were working with, and an explosion of a
very severe character occurred.
It shifted the solid
timber head-gearing about twenty inches, sent the
boards attached into the air, and alarmed the neighborhood, causing a great crowd to collect. In about half
an hour the fan having driven off most of the firedlamp, a party of explorers, consisting of Mr, Nevin,
Mr. Jas. Beevers, and Mr. Hadfieid, the two latter
being miners, descended, but were obliged to return.
Beevers was in a fainting condition. At ten another
unsuccessful attempt to recover the bodies was made,
and it was not until twelve hours afterwords that the
first corpse was brought to the pit bank. I t was that
of
Balderstone, and was terribly burnt and bruised. A bout
half-past three the b o d y of Broomhall wasr e c o v e r e dand
it too was in a shocking condition. Operations wrre
continued for several hours with the view of reoovering
the corpses of the other two men. Last evening. Mr.
Wardell, inspector of mines, arrived, and descended the
shaft, along with Mr. Nevin, to make an investigation,
the result of which will no doubt belaidbeforea
coroner's j u r y . T h e bodies are lying at the Craven
Heifer, a public-house not far from the colliery. A t about
four o'clock the body of Ellis was found, and brought to
the pit bank, and soon after half-past six that of Walton
was discovered, and taken to his late home. The inquest
is to take place at half-past t w o this afternoon.
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