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MIRFIELD,~—Mirfield and neighbourhood were
visited with a very great flood, the rise of which was very
rapid., About four a.m. on Friday the river showed signs
of a ¢ fresh ;’’ at half-past five it began to rise rapidly, so
that by hali-past eight it had covered the road near to the
nld station, By eleven o’'clock the rord was impassable
even with conveyances, and & boat was actually floated on
that part of the highway. As the day wore op, the rain
fell faster, and the water rose higher and higher still,
covering entirely all the towing paths on the river side,
and concealing the wall, some four feet high, which
divides the towing path from Mr. Joshua Wheatley's
property. The buttresses which Bull)lport the vindnct of
the railway over the river rise some eighteen or twenty feet
from the bed of the river, yot the-water rose until if
covered these buttresses. It is stated, on very competent
authority, that the water has not risen so high here since
the year 1839. If was higher even than at the time of the
far-famed Holmfirth flood. Atsixo’clockon Iriday mght all
the approaches to the railway station were rendered impas-
sable, more séspeoinlly so at the Hopton side ; partiesleaving
the station on that side of Mirfield had togoet down the em-
bankment as well as they could, and then werscarried on the
hacks of men, who themselves had to wade to the middie
in water to accomplish this, In this manner had Mr.,
Edward A. Yeatham, the late member for Huddersfield, to
be carried to his carriage, which could not he brought
within a guarter of a mile’s distance from the ‘entrance.
All the mills at Ravensthorpe were stopped early in the
day, and the flues of the Britannia mill were choked at
noon. ‘Thera does not appear te have been damage
done f{o any large exfent, nor any lives lost, but a
very large amount of discomfort was undoubtedly
experienced. At Shepley Bridge, the poor cottagers
were driven out of their lhouses, and had to protect
the doors with strong boards to prevent the water
burst@ig them in. At this part, the waoter spread over
the fields which separated the river and camal, and
thus formed one immense luke, A large quantity of
wreck of various descriptions eame down the river—trees,
timber, spars, planks, casks—both full and empty, and
some tons of turnips flonted down, besides bundles of
strave, 2 bag of shoddy, dogs, &c. Wooler's and
Armitage’'s houses ware completely surrounded with
water, and from tho Infter place, Mrs. Armitage ond five
children were rescued by being taken through the chamber
window, and pulledup to the roof, and thcnce car-
ried on men’'s backs to a place of safety., The road from
the railway station near My, Johnson’'s mill was over-
-flowed, and a hastily constructed ombankment of planks
and earth was thrown up to prevent the adjacent houses
from being flooded. Men were stationed with lights to
guide passers by, who were compelled to leave the road,
o 'through a garden by the roadside, and then by the
‘assistance of o plank, get on to the road again just bofors
crossing the bridge,

You can search for more articles at http://leedsmercury.mirfield-2ndlook.info





