EXHAUMATION OF A -BODY,.
STRANGE AFFAIR AT ~'MIRFIF1LD'.,

An inquest wag held in Mirfield on Tupsday
night, before Mr, Taylor, coroner, ‘touching the denth of
Hannal Hepworth, whose body had been exhumed 2 few:
hours before. 'The circumstances under which the inquest
took place are soméwhat peculiar in their nature. -Abouk
a fortnight ago, a meQMg along "the turnpike road
saw a paper fall out of the pocket of one of two gentlemen
driving in a gig, and they passed out of hearing before he
could recover it. - On looking ati the document, he saw it
was a policy of insurance in the Prudential Office on the
life of Hannah Hepworth, f\aﬁéﬁ.‘ twenty-five years, who
died ou the 6th inst.” It passed info several hands, and as
the relatives of the deceased said’thaf no insurancs had
béen effected on her life, the polie comnmenced maling
inquiries into the matter, when it was found that Dr.
Whalley, who is the medical referee of-the -Prudential
Insurance Company, ‘had attended her.in her last illness;
that she had been in 8 bad state of health for some time.
Some correspondence ensuedwith the Compeny in London, -
and a copy, of the proposal Having beén ‘obtained,, it was
found thatthe date was quite recent, and that the deceased
was described as healthy, and onlysufferingfrom a cold.’
‘The fact-was, she died o1 cancer of long standing, but in
the certificate of death the decease was attributed to *“two
weeks’ fever, two days’ enteritis.”” The body was:ex-
humed, and a post-mortem examination mede by Dr.
Carr, of  Gomersal, : At -the. -inquest,. Mr, Twmner, -
solicitor, of Mirfield, and Mz». N. Learoyd, solicitor,
of Huddersfield, waiched the proceedings on behalf
of Dr. Whalley. At the inquest, on. Tuesday night,
Wiln Wepwortn; 1ndingt v Tue tevamul, dalvel Ut ‘ner
daughter had been ailing some years. Dr. Whallsy had

attended her for the last eight months.—Geo. Schofield
stated that he-had shown the papers which had been found;
to Mrs. Ruth Hepworth, and she said she knew mothing
about them, and thére had been no inkurance. The same
day he ‘and e friend went to Dr. Whalley's, &nd asked
him if he had signed sny papers for Hannah Hepworth,
for there'was some money to be' drawn by Ruth Hep-
worth. The doctor said, *“Ob, no; oh, no;”’ and also
that Hannah could not be insured without his knowledgs,’
for he had been the person to pass people for soven years
past. Witness said, ‘“It's .a.sfrange: thing! somebsdy
must have been forging your name;:’’'and he pulled the
paper out and let him look atit. The ‘doctor said, I
have signed this last week, and I have lost it-and ail.”’
Witness then took back the paper, but the dostor said,
‘“ The papers will . do you no good, Schofield, nor Ruth
Hepworth neither ; they belong to a person at Dewsbury.*”
Witness did not ask for & reward, but he told the doctor
the man who found it would want one. On Monday he
took the paper, intending to see a person at Dawsbury
named J. J. Taylor. : The document was a. certificate of
the death and a claim purporting to ‘be ‘by: Ruth Hep-
worth, Taylor was the agent of the.company. When
witness saw him he denied that one Hannah Hepworth
had been insiired in the company (British Prudential), but
when witness asked, ¢/ Has not Dr. Whalley been here
about the claim ¢’ be’ sald, *“QOh, yes, ifs nothing ;
there was one enfry, but there has been no preminm paid,
and 1 Btopg;rll the _-'pﬂllcy." Witness told him there
was something wrong,  and he :would hear of it
another day.—William Oates, registrar of births and
deaths, produced his book, showing that the cause of death
of the deceazed was, as given by Dr. Whalley, enteritis.—
Mr. W, Carr, of Gomersal, F.K.C.8.E., said about noon
that duy he examined 2 corpse sinca viewed by the jury,
First he noticed the extreme emaciation, of the body. .
‘There were no livid spots or black exudation abomt
the mouth or teeth, He had been told to.look into every .
particular, and he therefore looked into the mouth to see
if there were trvaces of irritant poison. It was per-
fectly healthy, He removed the stomach without opening -
it, the spleen, a kidney, and a portion of the liver,.and so
far as he could judge by such an examination, they were
perfectly healthy, Heplaced themin a jar which he sealed
up. There were no traces of inflammation or ulceration of
' the intestinal glands. There was no enteritis, in the ordi~ .
nary sense of ‘tho term. About three inches above the
seat- was a mass of scitthous cancer, forming a stricture,
above which the bowel was dilated into a large pouch. On
opening the chest he found all the organs perfect isirhea,lthy;.
except that the lungg showed traces-of ' old bronchial affec-
tion, and he believed secondary cancércus deposits. .. ‘He'’
did not open’the head. In his mind there had been ho
oisoning. He:<had no doubt. cancer'was the causs of:
geath. . The disease had been -two 'years in‘progress.’ 'In-
flammmation of any part of the bowels might. be ‘called
enteritis, but in this case the inflammé&tion was secondary.
The disease was incurable.—At this point the (Goroner
stated that the amount of the policy of. insurance effested
on the body of- the deceased was £41 10s., and it was dated-
Auvgust last. — The room :was cleared, and 'the jury
cohsulted fogether. In a -few minutes #hey returned as
their verdict ¢ Died from natural causes.”’: The:affair has.
caused intense excitement in the district.—[The neglect of
the Railway Company to‘forward the parcelof our corfes-
~pondent prevented the publication of the above casein
- yesterday’s Mercury.! Eps, LM.] ' o
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