
THE MIRFIELD MURDERS. 

The four th and conc lud ing e x a m i n a t i o n of M i c h a e l 
Mc Cabe and Patrick Reid, the two prisoners charged with 

**c % m u « f e r o f J w e s W m t h , Ann Wraith, and Caro-
* r f » o n Wednesday, the 12th Mav, took 
^i ce at the Court-house, Pewsharr , on Saturday morning 

Hi *iU after nine o'clock, the two prisoners-were brought 
% « imson adjoining the Court-house, in the charge of 

w w o e r s belonging to WakeBeld House of Correction, a 
*Xr£m«j?e having been engaged for the purpose. 
^ V i t h a knowledge of the prisoners having been fully 

ittcd for trial on the coroner's warrant , a verdict of 
*°JS?*wi murder" having been recorded against them at the 
' V ^ S e d inquest held a t Mirfield, on Thursday, the 10th 
. f an increased interest was manifested in the.proceed-
• and long before the time announced for the examina-
ipfi3' o C o m m e n c e (10 o'clock), an immense concourse of 
* le had assembled in front of the Court-house, with a 
people r e s e n t inside. Considerable disappointment, 
f fever, took p l a c e t s the building was incapable of hold-

< 

rmflr6 tban a tithe of the spectators _ A certain 
^ T o T satisfaction was, nevertheless, felt by hundreds, 
uVtheY had had an opportunity of seeing the parties 
1 have thus obtained for themselves such an unenviable 
.^riPtr and which sight lasted only during the few minutes 

"bat elapsed in stepping to and from the carriage into the 

C°Tbe'interior of the building was completely crammed, and 
nnzst those present could be seen persons who had come 

? a considerable distance in order to watch the proceed-
. , amongst whom were a great number of respectably 
*tffc*d ^m&les: seats on the Bench were provided for the 

^Tb^'Magistrates present were—Joshua Inghara, Esq,, of 
make Hall, chairman; Jno« B. Greenwood, Esq., H , W. 
^ k h a m , Esq., John Hague, Esq., and E. B. Wheatley, 

Mr "WATTS,.solicitor, of Dewsbury, again appeared on 
. ^ f 0f the prisoner Mc Cabe ; and Mr, HALSALL, soli-

tor of Middleton, near Manchester, on behalf of the 

^The utmost curiosity prevailed when the prisoners-were 
uttered into the dock. They each wore the same clothing 

5mt they did on the former occasions of their being examin
ed before the Bench. 

Xhere was nothing new in the evidence brought forward 
against them, although several additional witnesses were ex
amined, hut nothing appeared in their depositions to make 
the connecting links in the chain of circumstantial evidence 
stronger against the prisoners. From some portions of the 
Proceedings detailed oelow,. it will be seen that Mc Cabe 
flvinced a disposition through his solicitor, Mr, WATTS, to 
tell "what he knew about i t ; " but as this could onty be 
done in the usual way of being set down in evidence against 
him, he refrained from throwing any further light, as far as 
be was concerned, upon this mysterious affair. 

The first witness examined was 
Ann Locnwooa^ who formerly lived as servant In Wraith's 

family She deposed to the time the old people usually dined, 
the situation in which they both sat at the dinner table, the 
rircamstance of the old lady keeping cats, her usual mode of 
feeding them after dinner, and to the time dinner was brought 
;nm the kitchen for the servant. She also deposed, as she did 
before the coroner's jury, thttshe Jived inWraitb'a service from 
tiro to three years, and that she left two years since last 
October; that a person named Ann Brook lived there after 
"he left; then Elizabeth Green, who was a relative of Mr. 
Wraith's; and then Caroline Ellis, the unfortunate murdered 

S Joan Wraith, saddler, of Mirfield—I am grrat nephew of the 
late Mr. Wraith, I remember the 12th of last Way, the day of 
»he murders. I got to my great uncle's house at six o'clock in 
/Ceveniiigof thatday. 1 was again present on the 17th, ana 
«aw Thomas nirst take the lock off the kitchen door. I took 
noesession of the lock, and kept i t locked up in a cupboard iu 
irr Wraith's house until the 19th. I assisted in searching the 
well I saw the key found in the well applied to the lock 
that was taken off the kitchen door, which it opened and Bhut 
(tie lock was here produced). This is the lock. 

Mr. WATTS had nothing to ask of this witness; neither had 
jlr. IIALSAIX. 

Joan Pawton, stone mason, of Robert Town—I knew the late 
Mr "Wraith, and saw him last on the 10th of May. I went with 
Mm to Waken eld-on twood on that day, and I paid him one 
sovereign and sixteen half crowns. I did not see that he pos
sessed any other money. On that occasion Mr, Wraith wore 
his second-hest clothes, and he had on a very decent hat. 
When 1 called upon him in the morning he had an old U-«t on. 
Mr. Wraith had a watch with him on that day. 1 saw it 
several times. We went by railway from .he Mirfield station, 
and returned the same way. We separated a t six o'clock in 
the evening, close by John Mc Kinnell'a house. 
Ann Lockwood, the witness first examined, was recalled. She 

examined the lock and key. bhe applied the key to the lock, 
andsnid she believed that they were the same that belonged to 
jlr. Wraith's kitchen door when she lived in service with 
them. 
Joshua Gran~l am 12 years old. The M e Mr. Wraith wag mv 

great uncle. 1 was accustomed to work for him in the land, i 
saw him last on Wednesday, the 12th May, between 11 and 12 
o'clock, at my father's house. He said that I was to go at noon 
tenia Urni. and help him to gather stones, I went at half-past 
one. 1 usually went at one o'clock, but a shower of rain came 
on, and prevented me from going; the shower had been over 
about 10 minutes when I went. When I got to the house I tried 
the Kitchen door, and found it fast; I kicked it, but no one 
eaine; I heard no noise hut the ticking of the clock. I then 
went to the kitchen window; the shutters were closed, excewt 
stout four inches. I saw something white on the floor, but I 
could no; tell what it was. I then went round to the front of 
tholionse, and as I passed the first window at the left hand, I 
observed that, the curtains were pinned together. I went to the 
far roym window, and saw that the shutters were closed; the 
shatters helonglnff to this window were often closed. 1 after
wards saw blood running from underneath the front door on to 
tlies!ej>. I then ran home and told my mother. I did not 
return to the houso again, but my oldest brother did. I should 
be a minute or two in running home. 

Mr. Bradbury, surgeon, gave similar evidence to what he has 
done on the former occasions of the coroner's inquest, with 
respect to the finding of the bodies and the wounds Upon 
them. He also corroborated the surgical evidence given by 
Mr. Watkinson, surgeon, this day se'nnight. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WATTS.—I examined the floor about 
a-liere the body of the Jate Mrs, Wraith lay. It appeared to me 
thai the blood had run outwards towards the door step, and very 
little had run inwards towards the passage. The blood iu the 
iftŝ gc appeared to have been trodden a, l i t t le, but not much. 
n the kitchen the blood was standing in a pool about the girl's 

head, and inclining a little towards the hinge of the door, and 
there was some splashing on the floor towards the sneck of the 
door. Of that I am certain. I think there was some splashing 
on the casing of the door, but of this I am not certain. If the 
floor had bucn open three inchrs, a person on the outside might 
have seen some little blood on the floor, but if i thad been open 
sis inches he would have seen more blood. 
By Mr. INGHAM.—By the door being opened, I mean from the 

iaeck, and not from the casing of the door jamb. 
John Howarth, constable, of Mirfield, gave evidence as to the 

position the bodies were in when he found them: his evidence 
jras merely a recapitulation of what he had before said on the 
coroner's inquest, about finding the trowsers pockets turned 
iaside out-the bloody razor—the penknife—the searching of 
the well, aud rinding of the key and soldering iron. 
By Mr, WAITS.—Would undertake to say that the blood was 

very little trampled when I went into the house; but would 
notundertaketosay that it was not trampled at all. Hid not 
notice any trampling of blood in the passage : had there been 
ranch trampling of blood, I should have seen it. I have been 
Moaned in getting evidence to support this charge. I do not 
Snow whether all the -witnesses are present that are to he 
brought forward to-day. 
t By Mr. IXOHAM.—There is no evidence to be kept back, that I 
xnow of. 
By Mr. GRBBSWOOD—\ll information that I have received 

about this case, I have communicated either to Mr. Green 
or a,Magistrate. 

Mr. GH£KNWOOD.—Then you have done your duty. 
Mr. WATTS said, hia object in gaining this information was, 

flat the prisoners might not be taken by surprise on their trial 
a: the assizes, but that all should be brotifiht out now that ia 
anowu against them up to the present. 
ifr. Lcadbcatcr, constable, of Liversedge, deposed to the cir

cumstances under -which he had taken the prisoner Michael 
McCabe into custody, on the 12th of May, at Mirfield; and the 
subsequent proceedings, all of which had before been detailed 
tt full length ia the evidence given before the coroner. 
Cross-examined by Mr. WATTS.—I gotthe information on which 

lappreuended McCabe from Wm. Bheard. The prisoner said 
t̂ athe would go with me any where, and tell me all about it, 
Who had come for the purposo of doing so. lie did not ex
press a wish to go before the Magistrates. After I had got Mc 
Uaeia custody, at the Shoulder of Mutton, Wni. Sheardcamo. 
McCabe, myself, and Sheard were in a room together, at the 
Moulder of Mutton. I remember Ale Cabe striking the table 
J»tft Ms hand, and when ho did so, he said, " I see where I 
{&ve missed i t : if I had made an alarm at first the mac would 
BMelieeu taken, but now he's gone, and I am here." All the 
?}\?K-KJ!£«jjstthe prisoners that I know of, are either here 
or hsve been. 
At tko close of Mr. Leadbeater's evidence, the two prisoners 

Ĵ ero refreshed with bread, cheese and beer, which they seemed 
10 rf,lsh with aa epicurean appetite, 
wn'fAar? C r a n ' superintendent of constabulary, at Dewsbury, 
''Wucea thec]o:hes belonging the prisoners, and which were 
beta i S? m o n l n e d a y o f t a e murders. I t wiU be romem-
•Rfc l SI)0ts ot hlood were found upon these garments, and 
^J wejr had undergone chemical test3 by Mr. Wm. West, 
W'lcal chemist, of Leeds. The soldering iron and key 
•otiadmHio ««ni« *r_ i.*_.j.t,.f ^™ '—, *he poker found 

also produced, 
_mg to Fatriclt iieid were a green coat, a pair 

Ki1*1 1 lr°wsers, a plaid cap, a piece of brown paper, and a 
"«i , not produced. 

rA\J?J!c Cahe, there was a brown coat, a pair of blue and a 
ThftSV^y.tockinns, a pair of old shoes, and a very old hat, 
Patrick u d ° p r o t i u c e t i a Y e f y £ ° o d n a t » which was taken from 

Wwi?I ffVsf' ^capitulated the same evidence that he gave 
rfnntS ^ J 1 ^ a n A jury at the second adjourned inquest, 
terUUtw °-''"Of May, at Mirfield, and as there was no ma-

« umerence m it, it is unnecessary to repeat i t again. 
fcuoT6l^to^byMr.HALSALL.—In some parls of myevl-
Wiiii™ fP e a t l r o m facts, in others from opinion. I have no 
iron M ^ - e n t whether the nbrine found on the soldering 
the "flih M of u u m f m or other animal. I first saw the iron on 

Ufa** a n d l r e t a i T 1 0 l i i1; i j i **y possession until the 27th, 
t>3forfl !2 G w " reProduced the soldering iron, coats, & c , as 
tad*L«?uinerateci* and stated the time and place where he 
* B d t K ' 5 d e a c h o f l h e m j the t ime of delivery to Mr. West; 
ai«o «w5l"m a l B return of them a>ain into his possession. I 
l»efciSSfUCT8i.a h a^ which I received this morning from Mr, 
iatlXV-.1 5eUevo it to he the hat which Mo Cabe has been 
W i S ? " 0 v w e a r l n » - I produce also another hat, which 
t ioQ^2 ' f 0 *>y a turnkey at the Wakefield House of Correc 
We* nnS £ °S t 0 t t da>*3 ago. The turnkey's namo is Green* 

-> nun the hat was in the possession of the prisoner Reid 
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very 
ieditf t7.t*wcu ,CK» When I first got so wraim'a nou 
t t ' e w , i ,m i iT , l D r 3* T h e Wood appeared to be but 

*« IhS,\ w h e n I Kot there. The blood in the passage did 
*« » K K S° fe,e>tawpled much. The blood in the parlour did 
fe: in rh^ S i f l t , " a d l ) o e u trampled about ; there was a car< 
ttviha®

 c U W o u ld prevent it. 
W It^^MA^-This is all the evidence that is to bo pro-
* C ?LpSl^n*- W e have laid all that has yet transpired 

M<>re the Bench. 
"̂  ciiJilV^h1, 8i^i? h 0 ^a^ evidence to produce in favour of 
l i l ted 'on ' f f^1 1 t l l e knowledge that he (Reid) stood com-
°3 it fftrLVS^or°ner's warrant, he would refrain from bring* 
^ r a a n J i i n * 0 ? ^ 8 0 0 ™ * ^ 1 1 ' T l i a t there had been most 
**$&ina

n
bJut4!hmrderscommitted, he did not deny; but 

'•"e&ce * i i iPJK^W 0 6tat© that his client was guilttess of the 
*r \v. W h i C h h 0 8 t 0 0 d charged. 
t̂eirt* ;Hs„Kl?h G d to know if the bench was In a position to 

*Wi b ^ S i i * l d ; o n t l l e s e conditions, of course, hia client 
f̂ tJy clSvK:- b ?5», l a h i s opinion, the case was not suffi-
* !tirr. MeaTaSainst him to warrant the bench to send it before 

u*atr!!-BtQS9of l b e Proceedings, the Magistrates retired for about 
ijr-^lQutea» and on their return, 

^ q n ' a ^ M 8 a l d ^ * , p « t r i c k Keid, the time is now come when 
^fcce th t »,any 6 t a l 6 m e n t ^ o u mfty wfcl*- You have heard the 
^«an&" b e s n a d d uced agaimt you, and you see hoiv your 

^ aol - „ . ; ; , " J have no statement to make, only to say that I 

:'J 6̂ shmfi^T" ,As t 0 y o u » M c ' C a b B « n s t u o c a s e stancls against should not have sent you for trial, and it is unnecessary to 
;;B *tand p m i o n Aether you are guilty or innocent; but ,of course, 

f»W , o m a i t t e a o n the coroner's warrant. 
'̂ttsa , . i 4 ^ e d hig declaration of innocence in a bold, well-
. *a' Mature. 

W r t 1 , M ^ n cleared, and the witnesses were bound over In 
^Miaa v

C6,a of ^ l 0 ° each* to appear against the prisoners at the 
j . ^ 5 * "is assizes. 

^ » t ? u ? ? S t a i l % o f t h i B examination having taken place has 
'k-Mhe!!a ^ u c h curiosity in the public mind, and the house in 
****** fctov V/aro committed atlll continues to be visited by a 
*** PWh J?ple* W e und«ratand that little or no alteration is to 

^!*«toibJ« h 0 a s e U n t i l a f t « t n B York assiaoa, and that then 
***Hran« * i a t 6 n d t 0 o W i t e r a t o everything that may act as 

c « of the dreadful dwda that were therein committed. 
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