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~— <HE MIRFIELD MURDELRS.
’ and concluding examination of Michael
Th%goal::;iﬂ;:tri(?k Reid, the two pnsoner_s_ charged Wlﬂ]
hc ‘g?lfnl murder of James Wraith, Ann Wraith, and Caro-
¢né

: . feld, on Wednesdsy, the 12th May, took
H;lie Ealthfﬁ:t Mirtio s Dewsbury, o’n Saturday mc,:ming
p&

¢
mshorﬂ] Pf .2
v the prison adjomn

M

nine o’clock, the two prisoue.ra were brought
o ing the Court-house, in the charge of

belonzing to Wakefield House of Correction, a
§wO k;f'l_’;.;;e bavﬁ,g%een engaged for the purpose.
clo?.th o knowledge of the prisoners: having been_ fully
Wit od for trial on the corouer’s warrant, a verdiot of
!1}!1111!“1 murder” having been recorded against them at the
“ ‘.“ ed inquest held at Mirfield. on Thursday, the 10th
{iﬂ.l““r:n mereased interest was manifested in the proceed-
st qand long before the time announced for the examina-

menc .
13 12231 assembled in front of the Court-house, with a

ing present inside.
f be?dgkpplace, as the building was incapable of hold-

ban a tithe of thie spectators.

tion
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yieW o
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jng [moré than &
o0 of satisfaction was, : ] ‘
fgftm they had had an opportunity of seeing the parties

1o have thus obtained for themselves _such an unenyiable
w :3riety, and which sight lasted only during the few minutes
f;at elapsed in stepping to and from the carriage into the

-house. o ae
Co:}};:’ interior of the building was completely crammed, and
mongst those present could bo seen persons who had come

e (10 o’clock), an immense concourse of |

|

1
I
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Considerable disappointment, :

\

A certain 1f-
nevertheless, felt by hundreds, |

L

‘1

o considerable distance in order to watch the proceed-
{ol;s amongst whom were a great number of respectably
B 1 females : seats on the Bench were provided for the

attiwre
1adies. . - —Joshua Inoh B ¢
o Magistrates present were—Joshua ingham, Rsq., 0

{ﬂ:e Hal%, chairman ; Jno. B. Greenwood, Esq., H, W,
B John Hague, Esq., and E. B. Wheatley,

wickbam, Esg.

BSQ' ’ = . |
_Warrs, solicitor, of Dewsbary, again appeared on

b ﬁgf of the ’prisoner Mc Cabe ; aund M?. HarsaLL, soli-

cior, of Middleton, near Manchester, on behalf of the

'SOI]B!' Re‘id‘ « o T e ’ |
pl"11‘118 atmost curiosity prevailed when the prisoners were

yshered into the dock. They each wore the same clothing
shat they did on the former occasions of their being examin.

fore the Bench. .
edﬂ?ﬁer s was nothing new in the evidence brought forward

against them, although several additional witnesses were ex-
amined; but nothing appeared_m their. depomtiqns to make
(ho connecting links in the chain of circumstantial evidence
<ronger against the prisoners. From some portions of the

oceedings detailed below,.it wiil be seen that Me Cabe
¢ inced a disposition through his solicitor, Mr. WATTs, tfo
el % what he knew about it;”” but as this could only be
done in the nsual way of being set down In evidence against
him, be refrained from throwing any further light, as far as
he was concerned, upon this mysterions affair.

The first witness examined was .
Ann Locswood, who formerly lived as gervant in W rqith’a
psmily. She deposed to the time the old people usually dined,
ihe s'tustion in which they both gat at the dinner table, the
circumstance of the old ludy Keeping cats, her usual mode of
feeding them after dinner, and to the time dinner was brought
:nto the kitchen for the servant. She also deposed, as she did
ner’sjary, thatshe lived inWraith's service from

pefore the coro
+wo to three years, and that she left two
a person named Ann Brook lived there after

ober; that _
?hcé teft: then Elizabeth Green, who was a relative of Mr.

iwraith's; and then Caroline Ellis, the unfortunate murdered

trl.
8 John W raith, saddler, of Mirfleld~I am great nephew of the

jate Mr. Wraith. Iremember the 12th of last May, the day of
the murders. I got to my great uncle’s house at s{x o'clock in

the eveningo
g2t Thomas

jon h h A
fﬂ.fsess Dm's house until the 19th. I assjsted in searching the

Wral : '

ir. ralih S th% lfley }-fptu?d 13 the wr?ill ]f.ptphed tc:1 thg lcﬁcl%
taken oft the kitchen door, which it opened and shu

that W&i “:, a8 here produced). This is the lock.p

the loc :
{ afr. Wates had nothing to a3k of this witness; neither had

8r. ITALSALL.
John Pawson, stone mason, of Robert Town—~I knew the late

My, Wraith, and saw im last on the 10th of May. 1 went with
him to Wakefleld-ontwood on that day, and I paid him one
sovereien and sixteen half crowns. Idid not see that he pos-
spssed any other money, On that occasion Mr. Wraith wore
hiz second-best clothes, and he had on a very decent hat.
when I called upon him inthe morning he had an old k-t on.
Mr, Wraith had a watch with him on that day. 1 saw it
ceveral times., We went by railway from .he Mirtield station,
and returned the same way. We separated at six o'clook in
the evening, close by John Me Kinnell's house. .

Ann Lockwood, the witness first examined, was recalled. She
examined the lock and key., bhe applied the Key to the lock,

irst take the lock off the kitchien door. I took

and said she believed that they were the same that belonged to |

alr. Wraith's kitchen door when she lived in service with
thenl.

Jothua Grecn—1 am 12 years old. The Ixte My, Wraith wagmy
great uncle. 1 wasaccustomed to work for him in the lana, I
aw him last on \Wednesday, the 12¢th May, between 1! and 12
oclock, at my father's house, Ile said that I was to go at noon
to hia farin, and help him to gather stones. I went at half past
oné. lusually went at one o’clock, but a shower of riin came
on, snd prevented mo {rom going; the shower had baen agver
sbout 10 minutes when I went., When I got to the house I tried
the kitchen door, and found it fast; I kicked it, but no one
came: I licard no noisa but tha tieking of the ciock. I then:
went to the Kitehen window ; the shutters were closed, except

ears since last|

! that day. 1 wag 2gain presenton the 17th, ana |
of the lock, and kept it locked up in ¢ cupbvoard in |
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sbout four inches. I saw something whito on the floor, butl
could no: tell what it was., I then went round to the front of
the house, and as I passed the first window at the left hand, I
opserved that the curtaing were pinned togother. I went to the
far rovm window, and saw that the shutters were closed; the
shatiers belonging to this window were often closed. 1 after-
wards saw blood running from1 underneath the front door on to
thestep. I then rap home and told my mother. Idid not
return to the house again, but my oldest brother did. I should
bea minute or two in runking home. ‘

Mr. Bradbury, surgeon, gave similar evidence to what he has
dongon the former occasiong of the coroner’s inquest, with
respect to the finding of the bodies and the wounds upon
them. lleal:o corroborated the surgical evidence given by
Mr. Watkinson, satrgeon, thig day se'nniglit.

Cross-examined by Mr. Warrs.—I examined the fioor about
alere the body of the late Mrs, Wraith luy. It appeared tome
that the bleod had run outwards towards the doorstep, and very
httte had run inwards towards the passage. The blood in the

assage apneared to have been trodden a little, but not much.

nthe kitchien the blood was standing in & pool abont the girl’s
head, and inclining a little towards tiie hinge of the door, and
there wis some splashing on the floor towards thie snack of the
door. Ofthatl am certain. I think there was some splashing
on the cazing of the door, but of thisI am not certain. 1f the
dosr had Deen open three inchrs, a person on the ontside might
have seen some little blood onthe ficoy, but 1f it had beep. open
dixinches he wotld have seen moro blood.

By Mr. InaHAN.—By the door being opened, I mean from fhe
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ineck, and not from the casing of the door jamb.

Johm Howarth, constable, of Mirfield, gave evidence as to the |
position the bodies were in when he found them: his evidence !

voroner’s inquest, about finding the trowsers pockets turned ; tior

itide out—~the bloody razor—the penknife—the searching of x

Was merety & recapitalation of what he had before said on the

the well, aud tinding of the key and soldering iron.

By Mr. Warrs.—Would undertake to say that the blooq was
very little trampled@ when I went into the house; but would
a0t underiake to say that it was not trampled at all. Did not
notice any trampling of blood in the passage : had there been
nuch trampling of blood, I shonld have seen it. I have been

engaged in getting evidence to support this chavge. I do not|

inow whether all the witnesses are present that are to be

rrought forward to-day.

nl}iy v?lrf IxngaAxM.—There isne evidence to be kept back, that X
ow of.

BY Mr, Grervwoobp —All information that I have received

about this case, I have communicated either to Mr, Green

ora Magistrate, |

Mr. GREENWOOD.~Then you have done your duty,

Mr. Warrs said, hig object in ganin{ng this information was,
toat the prisoners might not be taken by sinrprisz on their trial
i! the assizes, but that all should be brought out now that is

Enown against them up to the nresent.

Jr. Leadbeater, constable, of Liversedge, deposed to the cir- |

timstances under which he had taken the prisoner Michael
NeCaba into custody, on the 12th of May, at Mirtield; and the
thsequent proceedings, all of which had before been detailed
& {oll length in tlto evidenee given before the corouner. :
Cross-examined by Mr. Warrs.—Igotthe information ontyhich
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lapprehended Mec Cabe from Wm. Sheard. The prisoner said
aathe would go with me any where, and tell me all about it,
4 ho had come for the purpose of doing so. e did not ex-
press a wish to go before the Magistrates, After I had got Mo
Cab2 in custody, at the Shoulder of Mutton, Wn1. Sheard cama.

Me Cube, myself, and Sheard were in a room together, at the

bhouldt;r of Mutton. I remember BMc Cabe striking the table

‘;]ih}x s hand, and when he did so, he said, *“ 1 see wherel

ha\'e missed it : i 1 had made an alarm at first the pan would

%\‘ﬁbt}m} tuken, but now he'sgong, and I am here.” Allthe

o gl:sgeljeagunst the prisonersthat I know of, are either here
L .

Atthe close of Mr. Leadbeater's evidence, the two prisoners
?’01’0 ;efre§hed with bread, cheese and beer, which they secemed
0 relish with an epiearean appetite.

prﬁl{"“"’ Green, superintendent of constabulary, at Dewsbury,
o ced the clothes belonging the prisoners, and which were
ber":l b¥them on the day of the murders. It will be romem-
W thut spots of blood were found upon these garments. and
~2 they had undergone chemical tests by Mr. Wm. West,

‘The soldering iron end key

““l?f}'igcnl ciemist, ot J.eedas.
“in the well In Mr, Wraith’s garden, and the poker found

!f']fehef‘?“'nm which Wraith's body lay, were also produced,
¢ .u",'.‘,‘cm belonging to Patrick Reid were a green coat, & pair
ba-'k“‘u‘m trowsers, a plaid cap, & piece of browa paper, and &

;v ot produced, ,, |
i (}? M¢ Cube, there was & brown coat, a pair of blue and a
Thera cioy Stockings, 4 pair of old shoes, and & very old hat, |
pam‘éi}’l?eailciio produced a very good hat, which was taken from
Me, Wi “': p
Datore th goro,
%217 0n the;
terial ditfare

Ioss.e
denca |

, Yecapitulated the same evidence that he gave
oner and jury at tho second adjourned inquest,
th of May, at "Mirtleld, and as thero was no ma-
Nfe 1n 1t, 1t is unnecessary 1o repeat it again,

amined by Mr. HAtsarLu.—In soma parls of my evi-
o SDeik from fuets, in others from opinion. I haveno
& prezent whether the fibrine found on the goldering
L e 0f luman or other animal. I first saw the iron on
2187, and I retained it in my possession until the 271N, |

bgfé‘;{é“’éd Green reproduced the soldering iron, coats, &c., a3
kad meP}lmerated, and stated the time and place whexre he
sed the ived each of them ; the time of delivery to Mr. West;
o prod i RRte return of them aain fnto hispossession. I
Dewnires Vo0, & 1At which I -received this morning from Mr,
[at)e hsui)' L behevq it to be the hat which Mo Cabe has hteen
W33 give L of wearing. I produce also another hat, which
tiog g ver S0C DY & turnkey at the Waketield tHouse of Correc.
Mdes a‘},sek Or ten days ago. ‘The turnkey’s name is Green.
% the hat was in the possession of the prisoner Reid.

Mc‘é;ggxammed by Mr. Warrs.—1 @id not get & basket from
ind yap.t DU Jobn Howarth did. It would be after five o'clock,
e gy rfe SIXo'clock, when I first got so Wraith's house on
.’:-zt!etrao the murders,  The blood appeared to be but very
ot ap“empled when Igot titere. 'Che blood in the passage did
Lo} ;,pbca" to be trampled much. The blood in the partour did |
2 {a thﬁr A31f 1t had bpen trampled about ; there was a cars
¢ room which wwounld prevent it.
CuarrsAN.—Thisg is all the evidence thatis to bo pro.

¢unc}' &he
slors {ePjeent. We have lai nspire
e Benol. have laid all that has yet transp c1J

'fsffore th
At Eiiih‘t'-sg% 8214 ho had evidence to produce in fayour of
Jited o't Vit the knowledge that he (Reld) stood com.
it foryw, ’?1001'011%1"8 warrant, he would refrain from bring.
| %age and heneo LIS occasion, - That there had been most
b wag in n nocal Murders committed, he did not deny: but
“Ehee g 1}’05“;1011 to state that his_client was guiltless of the
Ny, w&lt Which he stood charged.
teivg 5 I1}':?.“}1:\,(1s;hed 0 know if the bench was In & posttion to
Y. Inay vidence that Mc., Cabe might be wishfal to give.
¥t Cutp vy o oaid it Was quite discretionary on the part of
Mdomn 1 cIRer ke did 8o ormot; but if he'dia, it would be
. “n 12 the usual way.
eAgiTlg Sald, on these conditions, of conrse his client|
Slear Nt; but, in his opinion, the case was not suthi-
Against him to warrant the berch to send it before
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t::t this stage of

ilﬂts' Winutes, g
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the proceedings, the Magistrates retired for about
nd on their return,

3nid—<¢ Patrick Reid, the time iz now come when
Ony statement you may wish. You hava heard the

"y

e

k"eatanégfﬁ has besn adduced against you, and you ses how your

l:d[”."k Reid —
10 guiny,n
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“ Ihaveno statement to make, only to say that I

““ Asto yon, Mc. Cabe, a3 the case stands against
of have sent you for trlal, and it ig unnaecasssry to
on whether you are gulliy or innocent ; but, of course,

\ Coﬁlmitted ou the coroner’s warrant.
Reid signed hig declaration of innocence in a bold , Well.

s ﬁlgnahlre‘

iz::r L was then cleared, and the witnesses were bound over in
. ces of £16o each, to appear ggainst the prisomers at ths
o1k nssizes.

Ureumatancq of this examination having taksn place has

~Uar , ;
‘&i:htbouaad tmuch curiosity fn the public mind, and the Liouse in

Teys ® murderps ware committed still continnes to be visited by a
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¢
Oming family {atend to

}?En:emb obliterate sverything that may act as

You can search for more articles at http://leedsmercury.mirfield-2ndlook.info

!n the house upti after the York assizes, and that then

"a0¢er of the drendful dgads that were therein commisted, | h
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